
Witnesses of 
The Book of Mormon

H. Roice Nelson, Jr.

High Priest Instruction Visuals
11 May 2014



Pages 127-128



Pages 127-128

#1



Pages 127-128

#1

Colby’s first
Temple baptisms



Whose testimony do we stand on?



Whose testimony do we stand on?



Whose testimony do we stand on?



Whose testimony do we stand on?



Whose testimony do we stand on?



Whose testimony do we stand on?

Then what happens to our testimony if someone argues 
for Book of Mormon locations near New York Hill Cumorah? 
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Empirical Proof

• Scientists hypothesize something is true, then they do everything they can 
to disprove the hypothesis.  During this due diligence, new discoveries 
which support the hypothesis are deemed empirical proof.

• Likewise, if something written in the Book of Mormon was not known at 
the time of it’s publication in 1830, and is later discovered, this new 
discovery is an empirical proof of claims surrounding the book.

• For instance:
“Beyond the 11 Qumran caves that yielded the Dead Sea Scrolls, there are 
a number of ancient Hebrew inscriptions from the Holy Land that have a 
connection to the Book of Mormon,” [Dr. Donald W. Perry, professor of 
Hebrew Bible and Dead Sea Scrolls at Brigham Young University] noted. 
“These include the following Book of Mormon names: Aha, Alma, 
Ammonihah, Chemish, Hagoth, Himni, Isabel, Jarom, Josh, Luram, 
Mathoni, Mathonihah, Muloki, Sam, and Sariah. The names were 
unknown to the world at the time that Joseph Smith translated the Book 
of Mormon.”  Dead Sea Scrolls visit, Church News, Week of March 2, 2014, pages 3 & 13.



Volcanic Lightning

“And it came to pass that I saw a mist of darkness on 
the face of the land of promise: and I saw lightnings, 
and I heard thunderings, and earthquakes, and all 
manner of tumultuous noises; and I saw the earth 
and the rocks, that they rent; and I saw mountains 
tumbling into pieces; and I saw the plains of the earth 
that they were broken up; and I saw many cities that 
they were sunk; and I saw many that they were 
burned with fire; and I saw many that did tumble to 
the earth, because of the quaking thereof.”

Book of Mormon, I Nephi 12:4



Volcanic Lightning

“For thus spake the prophet: The Lord God surely 
shall visit all the house of Israel at that day, some 
with his voice, because of their righteousness, unto 
their great joy and salvation, and others with the 
thunderings and the lightnings of his power, by 
tempest, by fire, and by smoke, and vapor of 
darkness, and by the opening of the earth, and by 
mountains which shall be carried up.”

Book of Mormon, I Nephi 19:11



Volcanic Lightning

“And they shall be visited with thunderings, 
and lightnings, and earthquakes, and all 
manner of destructions, for the fire of the 
anger of the Lord shall be kindled against 
them, and they shall be as stubble, and the 
day that cometh shall consume them, saith
the Lord of Hosts.”

Book of Mormon, II Nephi 26:6



Volcanic Lightning

“Yea, at the time that he shall yield up the ghost 
there shall be thunderings and lightnings for the 
space of many hours , and the earth shall shake and 
tremble; and the rocks which are upon the face of 
this earth, which are both above the earth and 
beneath, which ye know at this time are solid, or 
the more part of it is one solid mass, shall be 
broken up.”

Book of Mormon, Helaman 14:21



Volcanic Lightning

“And he said unto me that while the thunder and 
the lightning lasted, and the tempest, that these 
things should be, and that darkness should cover 
the face of the whole earth for the space of three 
days.”

Book of Mormon, Helaman 14:27



Volcanic Lightning

“And there were exceedingly sharp lightnings, such 
as never had been known in all the land.”

Book of Mormon, III Nephi 8:7













Volcanic Lightning was not known in 
Upstate New York in 1830

“. . . My circumstances in life such as to make a boy 
of no consequence in the world . . .        I continued 
to pursue my common vocations in life . . . As my 
father’s worldly circumstances were very limited, we 
were under the necessity of laboring with our hands, 
hiring out by day’s work and otherwise as we could 
get opportunity. Sometimes we were at home, and 
sometimes abroad, and by continuous labor were 
enabled to get a comfortable maintenance.”

Joseph Smith – History 22, 27, & 55
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