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CHAPTER 9

Rea o)} T(&an

Witnesses of the
Book of Mormon

"It seems fo me that any member of hris Church
would never be satisfiedunts! he or she had read
the Book of Mormon ime and time a9ain anid
thorouohly considered it so frat he or she couid
bear witness fat it is in wery deed a record with
the inspiration of e Almighty upon it

From the Life of Joseph Fielding Smith

Pnas'dent Joseph Feling Smith served as the Church Historian
and Recorder from dMarch 1921 to February 1970, In this position,
he vras instrurental in procuring ariginal docurents of historical
significance to the Church. One of these documents wras a hand-
witen testicnony signed by David Whiteer, ore of the three special
wimesses of the Book of Mormon. President Smith was also privi-
leged to handle a handwmitten testiccony of Oliver Cowdery, arother
of the Three WAitresses of the Book of Morroon. After copying thess
twro docuraents by hand, President Sooith read them in at least two
public discourses—once in Mamh 1939 and again in the October
195 generl conference of the Church.

Although President Seoith felt these written testirnonies were sig-
nificant encugh to share, he spole more frequently of ancther tes-
ticnony of the Book of Morraon: his owen, which he received long
before he ever wodeed in the Church Histodan’s Office. He said, "1
started to read the Book of Momaon before I was old enough © be
a deacon, and I have been reading it ever since, and I Jenowr that it
is true T have read it roany, many tmes”™ he told the Latter-day
Saints. "T have not read it enough. It stll contains truths that I still
may seek and find, for I have not raastered it, but I koowr it & true?®

pz7

CHAFTER )

An angel Found the go b plakes to O fey Coudlery and Davdd
Wiitnay, fun of 8= Thee Witnesses, with: foseph Stk presert. T
anget by Fourd 8= plaks o Mastin Hoawyis, 8 S-ivd witress.
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Whose testimony do we stand on?



Whose testimony do we stand on?

M GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY OF THE BIBLE LANDS

ANCIENT MAPS

Archaeologists have uncovered many ancient
maps of the Bible lands. One of the best comes
from the ancient Mesopotamian city of Nippur,
where someone had sketched a fairly accurate
map of the city onto a tablet. Another ancient
map is the Medeba Map (part of which is shown
at right), a large mosaic of the Holy Land found
in an ancient church in Jordan. The exact date of
the mosaic is debated, but it played a decorative
role in the church where it was found. The map
shows the Jordan River, Jerusalem, and other

important Christian sites. Based on these finds,

as well as from references in the Bible, it is clear

that ancient people oriented their directions

differently from the way we do. When we look

at a map, unless stated otherwise, we assume

that north is at the top. For Ancient Near East-

ern cartographers, the top of the map was east.

So when we are told in Genesis 42:3, “So ten

of Joseph’s brothers went down to buy grain in
Egypt,” this reflects an ancient orientation where
the western trek across the Sinai Peninsula from
Israel would have looked like going down on a
map. Likewise, when Joseph’s brothers return in
Genesis 45:25, it is said that “they went up out

of Egypt,” reflecting the same orientation.
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humor, and pathos of their history and strove to create the greatest and
most lasting memorials to their lives.

The World They Conceived

The Maya world was made up of three layered domains: the starry arch
of heaven, the stony Middleworld of earth made to flower and bear fruit
by the blood of kings, and the dark waters of the Underworld below.’ To
say that the Maya considered these to be three distinct regions, however,
is to give a false impression, for they believed all dimensions of existence
were interrelated. Furthermore, all three domains were thought to be alive
and imbued with sacred power, including the sky, which was represented
by a great crocodilian monster. This Cosmic Monster made the rains when
it shed its blood in supernatural counterpoint to the royal sacrifices on the
earth below.

The Underworld was sometimes called Xibalba,' but it is perhaps
closer to the original Maya understanding to think of Xibalba as the
parallel unseen Otherworld into which the Maya kings and other shamans
could pass in ecstatic trance. Like the world of human beings, Xibalba®
had animals, plants, inhabitants of various kinds, and a landscape with
both natural and constructed features. At sundown Xibalba rotated above
the earth to become the night sky.

The human plane of existence, like the Otherworld, was a sacred
place. The Maya conceived of the human world as a region floating in the
primordial sea. Sometimes they represented the earth as the back of a
caiman and sometimes as the back of a turtle.® The four cardinal directions
provided the fundamental grid for the Maya community and for the
surface of the world. But for the Maya, the principal axis of the Mid-
dleworld was the path of the sun as it moved from east to west on its daily
journey. Each direction of the compass had a special tree, a bird, a color,
gods associated with its domain, and rituals associated with those gods.
East was red and the most important direction since it was where the sun
was born. North, sometimes called the “side of heaven,” was white and
the direction from which the cooling rains of winter came. It was also the
direction of the north star around which the sky pivots. West, the leaving
or dying place of the sun, was black. South was yellow and was considered
to be the right-hand or great side of the sun.” In the Maya conception east,

not north, should always be at the top of maps.

This model of the world, however, was concentric as well as quadran-
gular. The four cardinal directions were also seen in relationship to the
center, which also had its color (blue-green), its gods, its bird, and its tree
(Fig. 2:1). Running through this center, the Maya envisioned an axis
called Wacah Chan (“six sky” or “raised up sky”).! The tree which
symbolized this axis coexisted in all three vertical domains. Its trunk went
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through the Middleworld; its roots plunged to the nadir in the watery
Underworld region of the Otherworld, and its branches soared to the
zenith in the highest layer of the heavenly region of the Otherworld.

The geography of the human world included plains, mountains,
caves, cenotes, rivers, lakes, and swamps, and the places and buildings
made by people—cities and towns with their houses, palaces, temples, and
ballcourts (Fig. 2:2). To the Maya, this world was alive and imbued with
a sacredness that was especially concentrated at special points, like caves
and mountains. The principal pattern of power points had been estab-
lished by the gods when the cosmos was created. Within this matrix of
sacred landscape, human beings built communities that both merged with
the god-generated patterns and created a second human-made matrix of
power points. These two systems were perceived to be complementary, not
separate.

As we mentioned above, the world of human beings was connected
to the Otherworld along the wacah chan axis which ran through the center
of existence. This axis was not located in any one earthly place, but could
be materialized though ritual at any point in the natural and human-made
landscape. Most important, it was materialized in the person of the king,

south nohol

white zac '\fl The World Tree yellow kan
Zac-Xib-Chac Kan-Xib-Chac
in the tree of in the tree of

FIG. 2:1

SACRED
SPACE,
HOLY TIME,
AND THE
MAYA
WORLD

67




Whose testimony do we stand on?
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27 And it came to pass that the king sent a proclamation
throughout all the land, amongst all his people who were in all his

¢ land, who were in all the regions round about, which was
i bordering even to the sea, on the east and on the west, and which

wasg divided fr the land arghemla by a ra?r’ip of
e fea west, and
routd abolit o rders of

wildern vhich was on the north b ythe land of Zarahemla,
t ch the borders of Manti, by {fe head of the river Sidon,
running from the east towards g
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Lamanites and the Nephite

28 Now, the more id}#part of the Lamanites lived in the

t in tents; and they were spread through the
west, in the land of Nephi; yea, and also on the
d of Zarahemla, in the borders by the seashore, and
on the wgét in the land of Nephi, in the place of their fathers’ first
inherj#ince, and thus bordering along by the seashore.

wilderness, and dy
wilderness on
west of the

‘And also there were many Lamanites on the east by the
eashore, whither the Nephites had driven them. And thus the
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Nephites were nearly surrounded by the Lamanites; nevertheless
the Nephites had taken possession of all the northern parts of the
land bordering on the wilderness, at the head of the river Sidon,
from the east to the west, round about on the wilderness side; on
the north, even until they came to the land which they called
Bountiful.

30 And it bordered upon the land which they called Desolation, it
being so far northward that it came into the land which had been
peopled and been destroyed, of whose bones we have spoken,
which was discovered by the people of Zarahemla, it being the
place of their first landing.

31 And they came from there up into the south wilderness. Thus
the land on the northward was called Desolation, and the land on
the southward was called Bountiful, it being the wilderness which
is filled with all manner of wild animals of every kind, a part of
which had come from the land northward for food.

32 And now, it was only the distance of a day and a half’s journey
for a Nephite, on the line Bountiful and the land Desolation, from
the east to the west sea; and thus the land of Nephi and the land of
Zarahemla were nearly surrounded by water, there being a small
neck of land between the land northward and the land southward.
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CHAFTER 0

In shating these testimonies of the Boole of Momon, President
Sroith®: parposs was to enconrm e others to receive their o test-
monies. He declamed, "T bear writness to you that the Lord has made
it very clear to me by evelation which I have meeived, and many
of you who ame here present can bear writness lilewise, that these
things are tmae, and that is the privilege of any sitcer person who
will endeavor to read with a prayerful spint and a desire 1o lonoer
whether the boole is ttue or not; 2nd he will meeire that testinnony
accomding to the proroise that wras made by Momond, who sealed the
record 1o come forth in the Dispansation of the Fulness of Tiooes ™5

Teachings of Joseph Fidding Smith
ek ."-\.l |'.. i -+
Tha Book of Mormon iz a sacred record that contains the
svedasting goopel and bears wiinass of JTasus Christ.

The Book of bormon is the sacred history of the ancient inhab-
itants of the American continent, and contains the predic tions of
their prophets, the cornmandments of the Lord 1o thern, and the
history and destinyr of those ancient peoples. It is the American
volume of serpture, and i st as saecred and inspired as is the
Eibk, which contins the sacmed recoms of the Hebmewr race on the
eastern hetnisphers *

The Mephite prophets in prayer eamestly scught that their et
ingzs should be preserved 1o come forth and 1o speal as froom the
dead, 1o bear witness to the remnant of Lehi, and also to Jewr and
Centle, that Sod had revealed 1o ther the fulness of the Gospal.
Their arcdety was that in thess last days men might be brought to
repentanoe and faith in God through the testimony given many
cenmne: bafore to thess Mephite prophets. In fact, wre arn from
the Bool of tormon that this is the main object of the Boole of
tlorrood, as stated in many of its passmes. | .

.. . The Lor made it veryclear to the Hephite prophets that
their history and prophecies wronld be preserved 1o come forth in
the Eterdayrs as a writness for Jess Christ and o establish among
the paople his Goepel HMephi prophesied 1o the Gentiles and the
Jemrs of cur day and left for thern his testirnony in a2 most ernphatic

Lz

SHAFTEER 0

and telling roanner. (2 Mephi 22 Morond did the zame. (Morond
10: 242 %

Mephi, cne of the eadiest prophets of the Ismelitish colooy, pre-
dicted nieady =ik Inndred wears before the Christian em, that when
the moords cortaining the hisoryr of his people shonld be revealed
fromn the dust, it would be in a day wrhen the people would “deny
the powrer of God, the Haly One of Israel” and they wrould sayw
“Hearken unio 115, and hear yve our precept; for behold thers &= no
Zod today, for the Lord and the Redesrer hath done His wrodc,
and He hath given His powrer unto men ™ [2 Mephd 22:9] Again,
moany among ther would say when presented with 2 new volume
of scripture containing the history of the people of this western
wodd: <4 Bible! A4 Eible! W& have got a Bible, and there cannot be
any mome Bible™ [2 Mephd 20:2]

.. . Thiz niewr volurme of scopture wras to be a witness, oot cnly
for Christ and to contain the everlasting Gospel, bt was also 1o
be a witness for the Jewish scriptures—the Eible; and these twro
records—accom iny 1o the prophesying of Mephd, his father, and
alzoJoseph, son of Irael—erere & orow ooether beanng testirony
of the everlasting pozpel [z22 2 Mephd 3:11-13%; 20:10-14], A= such
a withess these meords stand today testifving of the Tuth 1o the
condernra tion of all who reject heir teachings #

I lenowr that Joseph Smith tanslated the Book of Momuon by
the gift and powrer of God, and that it has come forth “4o the con-
vincing of the Jewr and Gentile that Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal
CGod, moanifesting hirasalf unto all natons ™ [Title page of the Boole
of armon]?

ER 26T

Inaccorance with the lawr of wiimarses, the Loed callad
zpecial winasses to testify of the Book of Mormon.

There iz a lawr definitely sated in the seriptures porerning tes-
tirnony and the appointroent of writnesses, This lawr the Lord has
always followed in granting newr mvelaton to the pecople ®

A1l dowrn through the apes this lawr [the law of writnesses] has
been a fined and definite one. i we had perfect records of all
ages, we wrould find that wrhenever the Lord has established a

130
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25 Now, if it had not been for the plan of redemption, which was
laid from the foundation of the world, there could have been no
resurrection of the dead; but there was a plan of redemption laid,

which shall bring to pass the resurrection of the dead, of which has AI ma 12
been spoken.
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25 Now, if it had not been for the plan of redemption, which was
laid from the foundation of the world, there could have been no
resurrection of the dead; but there was a plan of redemption laid,

which shall bring to pass the resurrection of the dead, of which has
been spoken.

23 And now behold, I say unto you that if it had been possible for
Adam to have partaken of the fruit of the tree of life at that time,
there would have been no death, and the word would have been

void, making God a liar, for he said: If thou eat thou shalt surely
die.

Alma 12
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24 And we see that death comes upon mankind, vea, the death
which has been spoken of by Amulek, which is the temporal death;
nevertheless there was a space granted unto man in which he
might repent; therefore this life became a probationary state; a
time to prepare to meet God; a time to prepare for that endless
state which has been spoken of by us, which is after the
resurrection of the dead.
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nevertheless there was a space granted unto man in which he
might repent; therefore this life became a probationary state; a
time to prepare to meet God; a time to prepare for that endless
state which has been spoken of by us, which is after the
resurrection of the dead.

20 But there was one Antionah, who was a chief ruler among
them, came forth and said unto him: What is this that thou hast
said, that man should rise from the dead and be changed from this
mortal to an immeortal state, that the soul can never die?

Alma 12
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which has been spoken of by Amulek, which is the temporal death;
nevertheless there was a space granted unto man in which he
might repent; therefore this life became a probationary state; a
time to prepare to meet God; a time to prepare for that endless
state which has been spoken of by us, which is after the
resurrection of the dead.

20 But there was one Antionah, who was a chief ruler among
them, came forth and said unto him: What is this that thou hast
said, that man should rise from the dead and be changed from this
mortal to an immeortal state, that the soul can never die?

22 Now Alma said unto him: This is the thing which I was about
to explain. Now we see that Adam did fall by the partaking of the
forbidden fruit, according to the word of God; and thus we see,
that by his fall, all mankind became a lost and fallen people.

Alma 12
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21 What does the seripture mean, which saith that God placed

cherubim and a flaming sword on the east of the garden of Eden, A I m a 1 2
lest our first parents should enter and partake of the fruit of the

tree of life, and live forever? And thus we see that there was no

possible chance that they should live forever. C O n t i n u e d
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21 What does the seripture mean, which saith that God placed
cherubim and a flaming sword on the east of the garden of Eden,
lest our first parents should enter and partake of the fruit of the
tree of life, and live forever? And thus we see that there was no
possible chance that they should live forever.

26 And now behold, if it were possible that our first parents could
have gone forth and partaken of the tree of life they would have
been forever miserable, having no preparatory state; and thus the
plan of redemption would have been frustrated, and the word of
God would have been void, taking none effect.
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21 What does the seripture mean, which saith that God placed
cherubim and a flaming sword on the east of the garden of Eden, A I m a 1 2
lest our first parents should enter and partake of the fruit of the
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possible chance that they should live forever.

26 And now behold, if it were possible that our first parents could
have gone forth and partaken of the tree of life they would have
been forever miserable, having no preparatory state; and thus the
plan of redemption would have been frustrated, and the word of
God would have been void, taking none effect.

27 But behold, it was not so; but it was appointed unto men that
they must die; and after death, they must come to judgment, even
that same judgment of which we have spoken, which is the end.



21 What does the seripture mean, which saith that God placed
cherubim and a flaming sword on the east of the garden of Eden,
lest our first parents should enter and partake of the fruit of the
tree of life, and live forever? And thus we see that there was no
possible chance that they should live forever.

26 And now behold, if it were possible that our first parents could
have gone forth and partaken of the tree of life they would have
been forever miserable, having no preparatory state; and thus the
plan of redemption would have been frustrated, and the word of
God would have been void, taking none effect.

27 But behold, it was not so; but it was appointed unto men that
they must die; and after death, they must come to judgment, even
that same judgment of which we have spoken, which is the end.

28 And after God had appointed that these things should come
unto man, behold, then he saw that it was expedient that man

should know concerning the things whereof he had appointed
unto them;
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21 What does the seripture mean, which saith that God placed
cherubim and a flaming sword on the east of the garden of Eden,
lest our first parents should enter and partake of the fruit of the
tree of life, and live forever? And thus we see that there was no
possible chance that they should live forever.

26 And now behold, if it were possible that our first parents could
have gone forth and partaken of the tree of life they would have
been forever miserable, having no preparatory state; and thus the
plan of redemption would have been frustrated, and the word of
God would have been void, taking none effect.

27 But behold, it was not so; but it was appointed unto men that
they must die; and after death, they must come to judgment, even
that same judgment of which we have spoken, which is the end.

28 And after God had appointed that these things should come
unto man, behold, then he saw that it was expedient that man

should know concerning the things whereof he had appointed
unto them;

29 Therefore he sent angels to converse with them, who caused
men to behold of his glory.
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21 What does the seripture mean, which saith that God placed
cherubim and a flaming sword on the east of the garden of Eden,
lest our first parents should enter and partake of the fruit of the
tree of life, and live forever? And thus we see that there was no
possible chance that they should live forever.

26 And now behold, if it were possible that our first parents could
have gone forth and partaken of the tree of life they would have
been forever miserable, having no preparatory state; and thus the
plan of redemption would have been frustrated, and the word of
God would have been void, taking none effect.

27 But behold, it was not so; but it was appointed unto men that
they must die; and after death, they must come to judgment, even
that same judgment of which we have spoken, which is the end.

28 And after God had appointed that these things should come
unto man, behold, then he saw that it was expedient that man

should know concerning the things whereof he had appointed
unto them;

29 Therefore he sent angels to converse with them, who caused
men to behold of his glory.

30 And they began from that time forth to call on his name;
therefore God conversed with men, and made known unto them
the plan of redemption, which had been prepared from the
foundation of the world; and this he made known unto them
according to their faith and repentance and their holy works.
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31 Wherefore, he gave commandments unto men, they having

first transgressed the first commandments as to things which were A I m a 1 2
temporal, and becoming as gods, knowing good from evil, placing

themselves in a state to act, or being placed in a state to act

according to their wills and pleasures, whether to do evil or to do C O n t i n u e d
good—



31 Wherefore, he gave commandments unto men, they having
first transgressed the first commandments as to things which were
temporal, and becoming as gods, knowing good from evil, placing
themselves in a state to act, or being placed in a state to act
according to their wills and pleasures, whether to do evil or to do
good—

32 Therefore God gave unto them commandments, after having
made known unto them the plan of redemption, that they should
not do evil, the penalty thereof being a second death, which was an
everlasting death as to things pertaining unto righteousness; for
on such the plan of redemption could have no power, for the
works of justice could not be destroyed, according to the supreme
goodness of God.
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31 Wherefore, he gave commandments unto men, they having
first transgressed the first commandments as to things which were
temporal, and becoming as gods, knowing good from evil, placing
themselves in a state to act, or being placed in a state to act
according to their wills and pleasures, whether to do evil or to do
good—

32 Therefore God gave unto them commandments, after having
made known unto them the plan of redemption, that they should
not do evil, the penalty thereof being a second death, which was an
everlasting death as to things pertaining unto righteousness; for
on such the plan of redemption could have no power, for the
works of justice could not be destroyed, according to the supreme
goodness of God.

33 But God did call on men, in the name of his Son, (this being
the plan of redemption which was laid) sayving: If yve will repent,
and harden not your hearts, then will I have mercy upon vou,
through mine Only Begotten Son;
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31 Wherefore, he gave commandments unto men, they having
first transgressed the first commandments as to things which were
temporal, and becoming as gods, knowing good from evil, placing
themselves in a state to act, or being placed in a state to act
according to their wills and pleasures, whether to do evil or to do
good—

32 Therefore God gave unto them commandments, after having
made known unto them the plan of redemption, that they should
not do evil, the penalty thereof being a second death, which was an
everlasting death as to things pertaining unto righteousness; for
on such the plan of redemption could have no power, for the
works of justice could not be destroyed, according to the supreme
goodness of God.

33 But God did call on men, in the name of his Son, (this being
the plan of redemption which was laid) sayving: If yve will repent,
and harden not your hearts, then will I have mercy upon vou,
through mine Only Begotten Son;

34 Therefore, whosoever repenteth, and hardeneth not his heart,
he shall have claim on merey through mine Only Begotten Son,
unto a remission of his sins; and these shall enter into my rest.
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Example

Reference: I Nephi 1:19, 2:1-3, 6-7, 11-14, 16, 20, 23-24

And they did murmer because
they knew not the dealings of that God who had created them. Neither did they believe that Jerusalem,
that great city could be destroyed according to the words of the prophets. And they were like unto the
Jews, which were at Jerusalem, which sought to take away the life of my father.




The summer of 1994 I read a reprint of the original publication of The Book of Mormon, without the distraction of verses. This time [ found portions of the pattern
repeated in order 533 times These web pages document in color my exploring a word pattern. On the day I finished the Burgerner Book of Mormon reading
challenge in 1994, I sat down and wrote out the following summary of my discovery:
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CHAFTER 0

In shating these testimonies of the Boole of Momon, President
Sroith®: parposs was to enconrm e others to receive their o test-
monies. He declamed, "T bear writness to you that the Lord has made
it very clear to me by evelation which I have meeived, and many
of you who ame here present can bear writness lilewise, that these
things are tmae, and that is the privilege of any sitcer person who
will endeavor to read with a prayerful spint and a desire 1o lonoer
whether the boole is ttue or not; 2nd he will meeire that testinnony
accomding to the proroise that wras made by Momond, who sealed the
record 1o come forth in the Dispansation of the Fulness of Tiooes ™5

Teachings of Joseph Fidding Smith
ek .'H.l r'. i -+
Tha Book of Mormon iz a sacred record that contains the
svedasting goopel and bears wiinass of JTasus Christ.

The Book of bormon is the sacred history of the ancient inhab-
itants of the American continent, and contains the predic tions of
their prophets, the cornmandments of the Lord 1o thern, and the
history and destinyr of those ancient peoples. It is the American
volume of serpture, and i st as saecred and inspired as is the
Eibk, which contins the sacmed recoms of the Hebmewr race on the
eastern hetnisphers *

The Hephite prophets in prayer eamestly scught that their wrmt-
ingzs should be preserved 1o come forth and 1o speal as froom the
dead, 1o bear witness to the rermnant of Lehi, and also to Jewr and
Crentle, that God had revealed to them the fulness of the Gospel.
Their arcdety was that in thess last days men might be brought to
repentznoe and faith in God through the testimony given many
cenmne: bafore to thess Mephite prophets. In fact, wre arn froom
the Bool of tlormon that this is the main object of the Boole of
tlorrood, as stated in many of its passmes. | .

.. . The Lor made it veryclear to the Hephite prophets that
their history and prophecies wronld be preserved 1o come forth in
the Eterdayrs as a writness for Jess Christ and o establish among
the paople his Goepel HMephi prophesied 1o the Gentiles and the
Jemrs of cur day and left for thern his testirnony in a2 most ernphatic
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and telling roanner. (2 Mephi 22 Morond did the zame. (Morond
10: 242 %

Mephi, cne of the eadiest prophets of the Ismelitish colooy, pre-
dicted nieady =ik Inndred wears before the Christian em, that when
the moords cortaining the hisoryr of his people shonld be revealed
fromn the dust, it would be in a day wrhen the people would “deny
the powrer of God, the Haly One of Israel” and they wrould sayw
“Hearken unio 115, and hear yve our precept; for behold thers &= no
Zod today, for the Lord and the Redesrer hath done His wrodc,
and He hath given His powrer unto men ™ [2 Mephd 22:9] Again,
moany among ther would say when presented with 2 new volume
of scripture containing the history of the people of this western
wodd: <4 Bible! A4 Eible! W& have got a Bible, and there cannot be
any mome Bible™ [2 Mephd 20:2]

.. . Thiz niewr volurme of scopture wras to be a witness, oot cnly
for Christ and to contain the everlasting Gospel, bt was also 1o
be a witness for the Jewish scriptures—the Eible; and these twro
records—accom iny 1o the prophesying of Mephd, his father, and
alzoJoseph, son of Irael—erere & orow ooether beanng testirony
of the everlasting pozpel [z22 2 Mephd 3:11-13%; 20:10-14], A= such
a withess these meords stand today testifving of the Tuth 1o the
condernra tion of all who reject heir teachings #

I lenowr that Joseph Smith tanslated the Book of Momuon by
the gift and powrer of God, and that it has come forth “4o the con-
vincing of the Jewr and Gentile that Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal
CGod, moanifesting hirasalf unto all natons ™ [Title page of the Boole
of armon]?

ER 26T

Inaccorance with the lawr of wiimarses, the Loed callad
zpecial winasses to testify of the Book of Mormon.

There iz a lawr definitely sated in the seriptures porerning tes-
tirnony and the appointioent of writnesses, This lawr the Lord has
always followed in granting newr mvelaton to the pecople ®

A1l dowrn through the apes this lawr [the law of writnesses] has
been a fined and definite one. i we had perfect records of all
ages, we wrould find that wrhenever the Lord has established a
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dispensaticn, there has bean more than one writhess 1o testify for
hira. Paul in writing to the Codnthians s=id: “In the mouth of tera
or thres withesses shall every wrord be esablished ™ [ Coninthians
12:1]%

In myard to the coming forth of e Book of dormon, the Lo
zaid that he woild choose whitnesses. There should be thres special
writnesses that should bear record to the wrodd, and s=id he:

“ind there is nore cther which shall viewr #, =oe it be a fewr ac-
cording to the wrill of God, to bear testirncny of his word unto the
children of mern; forthe Lord God hath said that the wrods of the
faithful shomld spealas if it wrere fromm the dead.

“Wherefore, the Lomd Sod will procesd to bring forth the wrord=s
of the bool; and in the mouth of as rany wiesses as seemeth hin
good will he establish his word; and wno be unto himn that ejecteth
the word of Godf' (2 e, 27:12-14.7¢

The three men called 1o serve as specil whitnesses of the coming
forth of the Book of Momoon by the power of God, are Cliver Comere-
dery, David Whitrer, and tdartn Harris. . . . They were associated
writh Joseph Sondth in the establishing of this marrelons work in this

Their testirmony is that they received a visitation of an angel
from the presence of the Lord, wrho laid before them the golden
record from whence the Book of Mormoon was translated and in-
simected thern, Theyr beheld the engravings upon the plates as the
leavres wrere turned cne by cne betore thern, and the voice of God
wras heard by thermn decladng fooom the heavens that the tanslation
wras by the gift and powrer of God, and conmnanding theo o bear
record of it to all the wrodd. These thres whittesses, through adver
zity, persscutica, and all the vicissitudes of life, alvays remained
e to their testirneny that they beheld the plates in the presence
of an angel and heard the vwoice of God spealdng to them from the

heavens,

There were eight other withesses who also beheld the phtes,
handled thern, examined carefully the engraving: upon thern as
they wem showrn therm by Joseph Smith. Their testirony is also
given to the world and appears in each issue of the Bool of
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tlorron. Al of these eight men rerained Tue 1o this testimony
until death

Thes= twrelve writnesses [including Joseph Seadth], fonr of whoom
beheld angels and had heavenly visicns, and eight =ho beheld the
m=oard as it wras showen © ther by Joseph Soadth, are all, # appears,
that the Lomrd deemed necessary to establish the math of the Bock
of tdormoon, as he prorrsed through Mephi that he wrould do. =and
wio be wnto himn that mjecteth the wrord of GodP The testmmories of
thess men more than satsfy the lawe ™
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Joseph Srodth . . . was alone in the first vision, alone when Momond
brought the mesmmoe to hin, alone when he receired the phites;
but after that he wras not alone, The Lord called other writnesses,

Grandroother Smith [Joseph Soaith: mother, Luey dack Smith] in
her history says that the Prophet came home wresping for joy afer
the writneszes had beheld the plates under the direction of an angel
of God, because, he mid, “The load has been lifted and I arm oo
longer alone "2

i .'\-\.5,-'. e
The Three Wilnesses ramained fadthful to their
terbimonder of the Book of Mormon.

All three [special] writheszes became estranged and l=ft the
Chureh Oliver Cowrdery and Martin Hardis came back hurobly sealk-
ing memberhip in the Church and both died in full fellowrship.
Darid Whitner retoained out of the Chumh; howrever, all three of
these men eoained fithful o the ety ther mare © the wodd
which iz found in each copr of the Boole of Bomuon,

Thiz &= a testirony of Darid Whittner, given in Fichonond, blis-
zoumd, darch 19, 1881 —copied froan the odginal document, which
wras published in the Richroond Cosnmemator on that date.

"“TInto all naticns, ldndreds, tongues and peopls unto whom
these presence shall come—

"It having been represented by cne Joha durphy of Polo [Cald-
weall County, Missouri, that I had in a3 conrersation with hir last
surnmner, dended oy testmnony as cne of the thres witnesses 1o the
EBook of Mormon—

“To the end therecd, that he mar understand e nower i he did
not then, and that the world may kooer e ot T eish nowr, stand-
ingas it wer, in the wrr sunset of life, and in the fear of God, aoce
fx all to realee this public statemnent:

“That I have never at any tirme, dended that testirnony or any part
therect, wrhich has =0 long sinee been pulizhed writh that bools, as
cne of the three whitnesses,

“Thoss wholonoer me best, will koo that T have alvays adhewd
1o that testimony—uand that oo man may be mdsled or donabe g
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present views in regard to the saoe, I do nowr again affirn the math
of all rey sternents as then made and published 7%

Mowr let e sy something about partn Hamis, . . . While con-
tinuing ttue to his testimony of the Book of dMormon he was for
roany years disgruntled with the Church. But some timne after the
mints came to Tah some of our pood brethren wrent after him,
found hira and wrarmed him up, and broaght hirn back. He came
ot here [to Thah), »as m-baptived, and lived here fora namber of
vears, bearing witness of his testitrnony armonye the setlements, He
died here and was buried [in Cladeston, Thah].

Mowr wre come 1o Cliver Coerdary, What about Cliver Cosrdery,
the mmost imnportant of the these wrho was writh Joseph Smith o
roany tres at the appearng of angek and the mstomton of leys?
What about hire® He left the Chumh and became extemely bitter,
bt never denied the testirony. Sore people have =id he did, bat
he did not. Alwayrs he wras e to that testiroonor, . . .

. . . After the saints wemr drven from Hauvoo and wrere out on
the phins and everrthing lboleed the darlest (Sidney Fipdon said
theyr had oone totheir destmiction and here was oo hope for thenn,
and the newspaper =id they could not surrirel), wnder those con-
diticrs, Cliver Cowdery . . . asled tocome back to the Chunch,
. . . He vz received back, and was pepaning to tale a mission o
Creat Britain when he was taleen il and died. He died at the home
of Dard Whitrner, bearing testimorneyr to the math ¥

T (AT

Each mambear of the Chunh canbaa
wimess of the Book of Mormon.

Thes== ar not all the whitnessas who can speak of the divine
roissicn of Toseph Smdth, or of the tuth of the Boole of #Momocon.
The prommise & made in the Book of ormon. that all »rho desie
1o lenowr whether #t = fmie and contains the word of the Lord may
lenowr that it iz e if they wrill ask with a sincer heant, writh =al
intent, haring faith in Christ, for he wrill peveal it 1o theo by the
powrer of the Holy Ghost [s=e borond 10:2-3]. Ther are hundred:s
of thousands who have put this promdse to the test and can in all
sincarity sy that they here Eeeirved that lenowrledpe
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Joseph Srodth . . . was alone in the first vision, alone when Momond
brought the mesmmoe to hin, alone when he receired the phites;
but after that he wras not alone, The Lord called other writnesses,

Grandroother Smith [Joseph Soaith: mother, Luey dack Smith] in
her history says that the Prophet came home wresping for joy afer
the writneszes had beheld the plates under the direction of an angel
of God, because, he mid, “The load has been lifted and I arm oo
longer alone "2

i .'\-\.5,-'. e
The Three Withesrer raomained faithiul to thedr
tertimonias of the Book of Mormon.

All three [special] writheszes became estranged and l=ft the
Chureh Oliver Cowrdery and Martin Hardis came back hurbly sealk-
ing memberhip in the Church and both died in full felloership.
Davrid Whitner reroained out of the Chumh; howrever, all three of
these men eoained fithful o the ety ther mre © the wodd
which iz found in each copr of the Booke of tomnon, ™

Thiz & a testirony of Darid Whittner, given in Fichooond, blis-
zoumd, darch 19, 1881 —copied froan the odginal document, which
wras published in the Richroond Cosnmemator on that date.

"“TInto all naticns, ldndreds, tongues and peopls unto whom
these presence shall come—

"It having been represented by one Joho Murphy of Polo [(Cald-
weall County, Missouri, that I had in a3 conrersation with hir last
surnmner, dended oy testmnony as cne of the thres witnesses 1o the
EBook of Mormon—

“To the end therecd, that he mar understand e nower i he did
not then, and that the world may kooer e ot T eish nowr, stand-
ingas it wer, in the wrr sunset of life, and in the fear of God, aoce
fx all to realee this public statemnent:

“That I have never at any tirme, dended that testirnony or any part
therect, wrhich has =0 long sinee been pulizhed writh that bools, as
cne of the three whitnesses,

“Thoss wholonoer me best, will koo that T have alvays adhewd
1o that testimony—uand that oo man may be mdsled or donabe g
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present views in regard to the saoe, I do nowr again affirn the math
of all rey sternents as then made and published 7%

Mowr let e sy something about partn Hamis, . . . While con-
tinuing ttue to his testimony of the Book of dMormon he was for
roany years disgruntled with the Church. But some timne after the
mints came to Tah some of our pood brethren wrent after him,
found hira and wrarmed him up, and broaght hirn back. He came
ot here [to Thah), »as m-baptived, and lived here fora namber of
vears, bearing witness of his testitrnony armonye the setlements, He
died here and was buried [in Cladeston, Thah].

Mowr wre come 1o Cliver Coerdary, What about Cliver Cosrdery,
the mmost imnportant of the these wrho was writh Joseph Smith o
roany tres at the appearng of angek and the mstomton of leys?
What about hire® He left the Chumh and became extemely bitter,
bt never denied the testirony. Sore people have =id he did, bat
he did not. Alwayrs he wras e to that testiroonor, . . .

. . . After the saints wemr drven from Hauvoo and wrere out on
the phins and everrthing lboleed the darlest (Sidney Fipdon said
theyr had oone totheir destmiction and here was oo hope for thenn,
and the newspaper =id they could not surrirel), wnder those con-
diticrs, Cliver Cowdery . . . asled tocome back to the Chunch,
. . . He vz received back, and was pepaning to tale a mission o
Creat Britain when he was taleen il and died. He died at the home
of Dard Whitrner, bearing testimorneyr to the math ¥

T (AT

Each mambear of the Chunh canbaa
wimess of the Book of Mormon.

Thes== ar not all the whitnessas who can speak of the divine
roissicn of Toseph Smdth, or of the tuth of the Boole of #Momocon.
The prommise & made in the Book of ormon. that all »rho desie
1o lenowr whether #t = fmie and contains the word of the Lord may
lenowr that it iz e if they wrill ask with a sincer heant, writh =al
intent, haring faith in Christ, for he wrill peveal it 1o theo by the
powrer of the Holy Ghost [s=e borond 10:2-3]. Ther are hundred:s
of thousands who have put this promdse to the test and can in all
sincarity sy that they here Eeeirved that lenowrledpe
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Joseph Srodth . . . was alone in the first vision, alone when Momond
brought the mesmmoe to hin, alone when he receired the phites;
but after that he wras not alone, The Lord called other writnesses,

Grandroother Smith [Joseph Soaith: mother, Luey dack Smith] in
her history says that the Prophet came home wresping for joy afer
the writneszes had beheld the plates under the direction of an angel
of God, because, he mid, “The load has been lifted and I arm oo
longer alone "2

i .'\-\.5,-'. e
The Three Withesrer raomained faithiul to thedr
tertimonias of the Book of Mormon.

All three [special] writheszes became estranged and l=ft the
Chureh Oliver Cowrdery and Martin Hardis came back hurbly sealk-
ing memberhip in the Church and both died in full felloership.
Davrid Whitner reroained out of the Chumh; howrever, all three of
these men eoained fithful o the ety ther mre © the wodd
which iz found in each copr of the Booke of tomnon, ™

Thiz & a testirony of Darid Whittner, given in Fichooond, blis-
zoumd, darch 19, 1881 —copied froan the odginal document, which
wras published in the Richroond Cosnmemator on that date.

"“TInto all naticns, ldndreds, tongues and peopls unto whom
these presence shall come—

"It having been represented by one Joho Murphy of Polo [(Cald-
weall County, Missouri, that I had in a3 conrersation with hir last
surnmner, dended oy testmnony as cne of the thres witnesses 1o the
EBook of Mormon—

“To the end therecd, that he mar understand e nower i he did
not then, and that the world may kooer e ot T eish nowr, stand-
ingas it wer, in the wrr sunset of life, and in the fear of God, aoce
fx all to realee this public statemnent:

“That I have never at any tirme, dended that testirnony or any part
therect, wrhich has =0 long sinee been pulizhed writh that bools, as
cne of the three whitnesses,

“Thoss wholonoer me best, will koo that T have alvays adhewd
1o that testimony—uand that oo man may be mdsled or donabe g
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present views in regard to the saoe, I do nowr again affirn the math
of all rey sternents as then made and published 7%

Mowr let e sy something about partn Hamis, . . . While con-
tinuing ttue to his testimony of the Book of dMormon he was for
roany years disgruntled with the Church. But some timne after the
mints came to Tah some of our pood brethren wrent after him,
found hira and wrarmed him up, and broaght hirn back. He came
ot here [to Thah), »as m-baptived, and lived here fora namber of
vears, bearing witness of his testitrnony armonye the setlements, He
died here and was buried [in Cladeston, Thah].

Mowr wre come 1o Cliver Coerdary, What about Cliver Cosrdery,
the mmost imnportant of the these wrho was writh Joseph Smith o
roany tres at the appearng of angek and the mstomton of leys?
What about hire® He left the Chumh and became extemely bitter,
bt never denied the testirony. Sore people have =id he did, bat
he did not. Alwayrs he wras e to that testiroonor, . . .

. . . After the saints wemr drven from Hauvoo and wrere out on
the phins and everrthing lboleed the darlest (Sidney Fipdon said
theyr had oone totheir destmiction and here was oo hope for thenn,
and the newspaper =id they could not surrirel), wnder those con-
diticrs, Cliver Cowdery . . . asled tocome back to the Chunch,
. . . He vz received back, and was pepaning to tale a mission o
Creat Britain when he was taleen il and died. He died at the home
of Dard Whitrner, bearing testimorneyr to the math ¥

T (AT

Each mambear of the Chunh canbaa
wimess of the Book of Mormon.

Thes== ar not all the writnessas who can speak of the divine
roissicn of Toseph Smdth, or of the tath of the Boole of #Momocon.
The prommise & made in the Book of dormon. that all »rho desie
1o lenowr whether it = fmie and contains the word of the Lord may
lenowr that it iz e if they wrill ask with 2 sincer heant, writh =al
intent, having faith in Christ, for he wrill eveal it 1o theo by the
powrer of the Holy Ghost [s=e blorond 10:2-3]. Ther are hundred:s
of thousands who have put this promdse to the test and can in all
sincarity sy that they hevre Eceired that lenowrledpe
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Empirical Proof

Scientists hypothesize something is true, then they do everything they can
to disprove the hypothesis. During this due diligence, new discoveries
which support the hypothesis are deemed empirical proof.

Likewise, if something written in the Book of Mormon was not known at
the time of it’s publication in 1830, and is later discovered, this new
discovery is an empirical proof of claims surrounding the book.

For instance:

“Beyond the 11 Qumran caves that yielded the Dead Sea Scrolls, there are
a number of ancient Hebrew inscriptions from the Holy Land that have a
connection to the Book of Mormon,” [Dr. Donald W. Perry, professor of
Hebrew Bible and Dead Sea Scrolls at Brigham Young University] noted.
“These include the following Book of Mormon names: Aha, Alma,
Ammonihah, Chemish, Hagoth, Himni, Isabel, Jarom, Josh, Luram,
Mathoni, Mathonihah, Muloki, Sam, and Sariah. The names were
unknown to the world at the time that Joseph Smith translated the Book
of Mormon.” Dead Sea Scrolls visit, Church News, Week of March 2, 2014, pages 3 & 13.
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Book of Mormon, | Nephi 19:11



olcanic Lightning
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“And they sh -vj.s'i\ted V\_lj?.underings,
and lightningsyan@iearthquakes, and all
manner of destr ,s, for the fire of the
anger of the Lord shallibe kindled against
them, and they shall$8E as ~Ble, and the
day that cometh shall' ( m, saith
the Lord of Hosts.”

2

5f Mormon, Il Nephi 26:6



Volcanic Lightning
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“Yea, at the time that@ie sh@ll yield up.tl‘gghost
hallsl gs RC é[i}hﬂ‘lings for the
e 01 J'“’:J“/ fle)t I I‘.‘T arthSha" Shake and

tremble; and the rocks wiich are upon the face of
this earth, which are both'e bove the earth and
beneath, which ye know ¢ his time are solid, or
the mora)  of it is one 6‘l,i¢j.:|¢1"ass, shall be
broken up.” T

Book of Mormon, Helaman 14:21
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Volcanic Lightning was not known in
Upstgte New,York in 1830
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of no conséqﬁéncem’fffe\we ld .s. | continued
to pursue my/;: | mmﬁof .\\1{ms in life... As my
father’s worldly-circumstances were very I|m|ted we
were under the necessity of laboring with our hands,

hiring out by day S work and otherwise as we could

Joseph Smith — History 22, 27, & 55
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"TRere i5 n mabingion and feelngof Masgl popan s aRiFason
uFiofk Bosod b i fnoave andd pranesiil wad g of thisEook”

I amn fust as fimnly convineed that this Book of #ormon from
which I have mad & the word of God and was revealed, as Jossph
Stnith declared it wras revealed, as I am that [ stand here locldog
into your faces, Every soul on the face of the sarth wrho has intel-
lizetime enough to understand mmay lenoer that thath, Hower can he
Yenworer 17 A1l he has 1o do is to followr the formmla that was given by
the Lomd hirmsalf when he declared o the Jewrs hat they who wonld
do the will of his Father should lenoer of the doctrine, wrhetherit
was of God or whether he spolee of himself [s=2e Johno 7:17]. My
writness 1o all the world is that this book is e, . .

I lenowr that the testirnony of these [thee] writhesses meoorded
in each copy of the Boole of Mormon is e, that they stood in
the presence of an angel of God who declared unto thern that the
record as it was ranslated wras correct, that theit testimony that
God spolee 1o thern from the heavens calling uwpon thern to bear
writhess of that fact is e, and them is ot a soul who cannot m=-
cefre that testirnony if he desites to meeire it, by mading this bool:
pryerfully and faithfully, whith a desire 1o Jmoer the mith 2= orord
has declared by revalaticn. He shall lenowr the tath regading the
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restoration of this scrpture given to the ancient inhabitants of this
codiine ok

It s=ems 1o e that any oemaber of this Chumh wronld nerer be
zatizfied until he or she had read the Book of tMormon tine and
tirne again, and thoroughly considered it so that he or she counld
bear whitness that it & 0 very deed a eeord with the inspiaticn of
the Alrighty upon it, and that its history is ttue, | ..

.. . Mo member of this Churh can stand approved in the pres-
ence of God who has ot ssriously and carefully read the Book of
tlorroon

When you mad the Book of Mormon wou kmowr you are reading
the tuth, Why? Becanse God direced men to »rie evernts as they
cecrred and He gave them the wrisdoon and inspimticn to do this,
Thusz records wrere written by men wrho belisved in God. These
records never fell into the hands of apostates; but the histodans
wrate and spole as they wem rooved upon by the Holy Ghost, and
wre lenowr that what they wrote iz e becanse the Lord has pat His
starnp of appmoa] npon it [zes DEC 1745] %

- "\-_ :\"ls"-\. ATy

Az we condinue to read the Book of Mormon sinceraly
and prayerfully, it endaare itzalf to ws more and more,

All who hare sinceraly read the Book of Mormon have been
irnpressad with the inspired contants of itz pages. . . . There & an
inspiration and fecling of peacetul joy and satisfaction which ac-
coropany the sincers and prayerful reading of this boole **

Az 1 ead [the Boole of ormon] I am inpressed more and more
with itz macredness, writh the mesmage which it contins in defenss
of the mission of the Lord Jesus Chist, and the sospel which has
been restored in the dispensation of the fulness of tires for the
malvation of souls, This meomrd endears #self to me more and more
day by day as I see undolded the fulfillonent of prophecies uttered
by these prophets who nowr speale o the dead, and from the
dust 1o the nations of the sarth, cryving unto thetn Epentance, and
calling upon ther to believe in Chrst®
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Physical Proofs
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Figure 1.5. Climate conditions during the last 3.000 vears as measured by sediment
core chemistry from Lake Chichancanab, northeastern Yucatin peninsula. High
sulfur (left) and ostracod oxygen 18 isotope (right) during the Terminal Classic and
other periods indicate extreme evaporation or drought. Maya civilization appears to
have flourished during equitable {center of each profile) episodes, and peniodically
retracted dunng periods of extreme drought (left of each profile) or moisture (right
of each profile). Source: Gunn ef gl , 1994, 1995; Chichancanab chemistry adapted
from Hodell er af., 1995:303.
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Figure 1.5. Climate conditions during the last 3.000 vears as measured by sediment

core chemuistry from Lake Chichancanab, northeastern Yucatdn pemunsula. High

sulfur (left) and ostracod oxygen 18 isotope (right) during the Termunal Classic and
other periods indicate extreme evaporation or drought. Maya civilization appears to
have flourished during equitable {center of each profile) episodes, and peniodically
retracted dunng periods of extreme drought (left of each profile) or moisture (right
of each profile). Source: Gunn ef gl , 1994, 1995; Chichancanab chemistry adapted

from Hodell er al., 1995:303.

3 And it came to pass that in this year Nephi did cry unto the
Lord, saying:

4 O Lord, do not suffer that this people shall be destroyed by the
sword; but O Lord, rather let there be a famine in the land, to stir
them up in remembrance of the Lord their God, and perhaps they
will repent and turn unto thee.

5 And so it was done, according to the words of Nephi. And there
was a great famine upon the land, among all the people of Nephi.
And thus in the seventy and fourth vear the famine did continue,
and the work of destruction did cease by the sword but became
sore by famine.

— 6 And this work of destruction did also continue in the seventy

and fifth year. For the earth was smitten that it was dry, and did
not yield forth grain in the season of grain; and the whole earth
was smitten, even among the Lamanites as well as among the
Nephites, so that they were smitten that they did perish by
thousands in the more wicked parts of the land.

7 And it came to pass that the people saw that they were about to
perish by famine, and they began to remember the Lord their God;
and they began to remember the words of Nephi.



Spiritual or Internal Proofs

I Nephi 1-1 I Nephi 14 I Nephi 1:6-7
i having been therefore [ was For of the reign of | and because of - -
I, Nephi born of goodly taught somewhat in the Zedekdah, king (my father, the things which and heard he did quake
parents, in the learning of commencement of Judah, Lehi, he saw
my father; of the first year N And o
and having seen nevertheless, yea, having had having dwelt at 3 3 and tremble that he at Jerusalem;
many afflictions having been a great Jerusaleminall | andinthat same | there came many exceedingly. returned to his
in the course of | highly favored of knowledge of his days); vear prophets own house
my days, the Lord in all the goodness
mv davs: a a or the great city and he cast ! and the things
— prophesving that they must Jerusalem himself upon his | being overcome which he had
and the therefore, [ 3 unto the people repent, must be bed. with the Spirit seen.
mysteries of make a record m my dayvs. L —
God, of my I Nephi 1:8
proceedings [ Nephi 1:5-6
And being thus e even that he
[ Nephi 1:2-3 Wherefore ! 'i—‘ overcome with he was carried saw the heavens
as he went forth prayed unto the Spirit, away in a vision, open,
2 F which consists of that my father, the Lord, ] ] ]
Yea, I make a in the langnage the learning of M < e e
record of my father, the Jews - and he thought sitting upon his surrounded
i i And he saw God throne,
3 And [know that F yea, even with in behalf of his as he i ) ]
and the language | the record which and I make it all his heart, e e e lal with numberless e -
of the Egyptians. [ malke is true; the Lord. concourses of in the attitude of | and praising their
N a _ angels singing God.
! and dwelt upon !
with mine own and I make it according to my there came a a rock before and he saw and
hand; knowledge. pillar of fire him; heard much;




CHAFTEE 0

Suggestions for Stndy and Teaching

LhReestions

*

President Somith said that he had not read the Boole of Moo
encugh [see “Fromm the Life of Joseph Fielding Smodthe? . What can
we learn from this cheeration?

In this chapter, zecton 1 includes soone of President Smith’s
teachings about the purposes of the Book of Moroon, Howr have
these purpoees bean fulfilled in yomur life?

Abheongh Cliver Comrdery, biartin Harns, and David Whitrner left
the Church, not one of them ever denied his testimeony of the
Bool of idormon (see sectons 2 and 20, Why is this fact siondfi-
cant as we consider their testiruories?
President Smiith said that all pecple can be whitnesses of the Book
of torroon (eee section 4). Howr have you mmined a testiroonoyr of
the boold” What can you do to share this witness?

f the Boole of omucn, Fresident Sith said, “This record en-
dears itzelf 1o me more and more day by day™ (section 5. Hower

have yon s=en thi= to be e for you® What can a person do 1o
sirengthen his or her testimeny of the Boole of domuon?

Foalated Sk pipderes

z

1 Mephi 6:5-3; 2 Mephi 20.7-2; Jaccb 4:1-4; Ence 1:18; D&C
oE-1z

T Ring Halp

=

“Tiestify whenever the Spitt prompts you 1o do 5o, oo just atthe
nd of each leszon. Frowvide opportunities for those pon teach 1o

bear their testirnondes™ [ Theching, Mo Gragtesy T [1900] 451
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